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Wolastoqiyik – People of the Beautiful and Bountiful River



• Treaty are agreements between Nations
• The Peace and Friendship Treaties are agreements of peace 

between First Nations and the Crown
• No territory nor governance authority were ceded to the Crown
• Includes the terms: “hunt, fish and gather”



Section 35 and Fun Facts
Section 35 of the Constitution Act states:

35. (1) The existing aboriginal and treaty rights of the aboriginal peoples of Canada are hereby recognized 
and affirmed.
(2) In this Act, “aboriginal peoples of Canada” includes the Indian, Inuit and Métis peoples of Canada.
(3) For greater certainty, in subsection (1) “treaty rights” includes rights that now exist by way of land 
claims agreements or may be so acquired.
(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, the aboriginal and treaty rights referred to in 
subsection (1) are guaranteed equally to male and female persons.

Fun facts: 
• Canada’s Constitution is premised on the “Doctrine of Discovery”
• Pre-Confederation Treaties (before 1867) are with the Crown, Post-Confederation Treaties are with Canada
• Inherent rights are the foundational to Indigenous Peoples (see: UNDRIP – UN Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples
• Treaty-protected rights emerge from Inherent rights
• There is no legal definition of “Indigenous” in Canada



Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS)

• Indigenous Knowledge or Traditional Knowledge of Indigenous Peoples
• It is a knowledge system with a methodology
• Not terminology created by Indigenous Peoples
• Local or Place-based
• Culturally-rooted and often language-based
• Embedded in values
• Not necessarily objective data that can be captured and incorporated into 

other resource management plans – see “Two-eyed Seeing”
• Data sovereignty and data protection are crucial – there is no legal 

mechanism for the Intellectual Property Rights of IKS
• Respect must be given to Elders and Knowledge Keepers
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What about governance?
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Goals towards First Nations fisheries

• Honouring the gifts from our ancestors
• (Co-) Governance over our territories (lands and waters)
• Recognition and re-establishment of Laws
• Respect for our relations (including fish, birds, wildlife)
• Research, data gathering and data security including use of our Indigenous 

Knowledge Systems
• Food Sovereignty and Food Security
• Economic benefits for community members
• Ceremonies and celebrations
• Partnerships and sharing
• Diversity in employment opportunities. 

• Advancing on our healing path
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