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Ocean pessimism is high



A change of mind is needed

I. Reframing how we think 
about the ocean

II. Learning from successes

III. Solving multiple 
challenges at once



I. Re-framing how we think about our ocean

• Rebuilding 
fisheries

• Restoring habitat
• Recovering 

threatened 
species

• Reclaiming hope

Source: Duarte et al. (2020) Nature 580:39-51



Big picture: what needs to change

Source: Duarte et al. (2020) Nature 580:39-51



II. Learning from successes

Source: Oceana (2021) Fishery Audit (https://fisheryaudit.ca/)



What explains fisheries health in Canada?
Where you fish



What explains fisheries health in Canada?
Where you fish How you fish



What explains fisheries health in Canada?
Where you fish How you fish Incentives



Where are the deviants?



Lessons so far

• Rebuilding 
successes after 
fishery closure

• Indigenous 
involvement and 
bycatch issues can 
drive success

• Large benefits for 
nature and people



III. Solving three key challenges at once

Source: Sala et al. (2021) Nature 592:397–402



Smart planning for species, carbon and food

Source: Sala et al. (2021) Nature 592:397–402

Biodiversity conservation Carbon storage Food supply



Canada is of global importance

Source: Sala et al. (2021) Nature 592:397–402



Thank you! 
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