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Re: Call For Bids NS22-1 
 

On behalf of Oceana Canada we are writing to express our significant concerns with the 
recent Call for Bids NS22-1, and the location of parcels open for bidding in the affected offshore 
area. These areas contain unique and sensitive submarine canyon environments and represent 
critically important habitat for sensitive benthic fauna, as well as a high diversity of fish.  

 
Specifically, the nominated parcels overlap with Significant Benthic Areas (SBAs) 

identified for small and large gorgonian corals, sea pens, and sponges.1 Exploratory drilling 
disturbs benthic substrate and releases discharge made up of dense particulates that can rapidly 
accumulate in these species and affect their filter-feeding and reproductive abilities.2 The 
extremely slow growth rates of corals and sponges mean that the impacts of breaking, burying or 
otherwise damaging corals and sponges may persist for many years.3 Such impacts extend 
beyond just affecting corals and sponges, as many fish, invertebrates and mammals rely on their 
enhanced productivity. 

 
The parcels overlap with Ecologically and Biologically Significant Areas (EBSAs).4 The 

Scotian Slope EBSA contains four submarine canyon features which represent high productivity 
areas and provide a variety of habitat types for the many species that utilize canyon 
environments (and associated corals and sponges) for feeding, spawning or shelter.5 This includes 
not only commercially important species such as Atlantic halibut or lobster but also several at-
risk fish species like cusk, white hake and thorny skate. Impacts to fish, larvae and fish habitat 
may be caused by acoustic stress or sediment disruption and can extend beyond the well site. 

 
The Scotian Slope EBSA is an important migratory pathway for several Species At Risk 

Act (SARA)-listed species including leatherback turtles, North Atlantic right whales, Sowersby’s 
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beaked whales and blue whales4. Increased shipping traffic to and from the offshore site poses 
increased risk of collisions between vessels and cetaceans, a leading cause of mortality for North 
Atlantic right whales and other whales6. Chronic anthropogenic noise from exploration and 
drilling activities can mask whales’ ability to communicate, forage and avoid predators, and can 
affect whales several kilometres from the sound origin. Finally, a heightened chance of spills or 
release of toxic petroleum products poses a substantial risk of catastrophic effects to all marine 
species in the area, from the smallest invertebrates to the largest sharks and whales. 

 
The close proximity of the parcels to The Gully, the Haddock Box fishery closure and the 

newly established Eastern Canyons Conservation Area brings about the potential for those 
protected areas to be negatively affected by exploratory drilling activities in their immediate 
vicinity. The adjacency of the nominated parcels, and potential downstream impacts from 
exploratory drilling nearby such as the increased risk of spills, may threaten the conservation 
objectives of those other designated spatial management measures. 

 
Exploration for, and development of, petroleum resources in these areas put forward for 

bidding will put fish stocks, marine mammals and sensitive benthic fauna like corals and sponges 
at significant risk of long-term detrimental effects. Although the parcels of the Scotian Slope are 
not covered by any legal protection status, the potential for long-lasting ecosystem damage 
within the nominated parcels is high. Management recommendations for oil and gas activity 
emphasize avoidance of ecologically or biologically sensitive areas as the primary mitigation 
measure to eliminate all possibility of negative effects on habitats and species.7 To call for bids in 
areas of particular vulnerability is inadvisable and undermines efforts to create an effective 
network of protected areas in Atlantic Canada. 
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 

Isabelle Jubinville, M.Sc. Robert Rangeley, Ph.D. 
Marine Scientist, Oceana Canada Director of Science, Oceana Canada 
Tel: (902) 817-5355 Tel: (902) 401-2961 
ijubinville@oceana.ca rrangeley@oceana.ca  
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